
Sarajevo Singular Plural offers a collection of contributions – essays as well as art and photography 
portfolios – focusing on Sarajevo as a “multiplex city”.
The book screens how “being with” – at one and the same time co-existence, exposure to each 
other and hybridisation – is translated into the permanent metamorphosis of a city bonding its 
past and its future. Sarajevo’s recent past contains tragedies, suffering and failures of humanity 
as well as much unrealised hope and potential. The art and photography portfolios attempt in 
particular to capture this in delicate and refined ways.
Sarajevo’s urban space is scrutinised from a diversity of standpoints combining approaches inspi-
red by architecture, urbanism, literature, art, anthropology, history, philosophy, social sciences and 
politics. Sarajevo Singular Plural views the city as ceaselessly active and perpetually changing; it 
presupposes a multidimensional and collaborative system composed of highly reactive projects 
connecting a wide range of “drivers for change”.
This volume should not be considered as a closed and completed whole, a form deposited once 
and for all, or a totality. It amounts rather to an open site inviting a further combination of the 
different contributions which may be conceived as fragments which engage, over time, different 
readings of the urban space. Fi
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Sarajevo boxes for the now

Edin Numankadić

The Sarajevo boxes of Edin Numankadić, Edo, refer to his objets trouvés rou-
tine during the war: collecting objects from relatives, sent by friends or found 
on the street while on the way to his atelier in Alipašino polje. 

The boxes are thus a montage of objects, photography and quotes creating 
an intermediate space that is both verbal and pictorial, connecting the intelli-
gible and the sensible, the universal and the particular, reason and emotion. In 
“processing” them, they obtain a new existence, freed from their initial context 
to the point of gaining a new aura. This should be related to the artist’s literary 
background which drives his art. The list of his favourite authors is consistent, 
to name but a few: Baudelaire, Breton, Cioran, Kafka, Musil and Walter Ben-
jamin. The latter especially matters: “I remember when I came across Walter 
Benjamin’s sentence stating that it is only when we are confronted with death 
and destruction that we truly understand the value of life. This quote complete-
ly sums up my position.” (From an interview with the author, Sarajevo, April 
2017). 

Charles Baudelaire casts the poet as a chiffonier, or ragpicker: “Here is a 
man whose task it is to pick up all the rubbish produced on one day in the capi-
tal. All that the great city has thrown out, all it has lost, all it has disdained, all it 
has broken, he catalogues and collects. He consults the archives of debauchery. 
He chooses astutely: he picks up, as a miser seizes on treasure, therefore which, 
when chewed over by the divinity of Industry, will become objects of use or 
enjoyment.” (Baudelaire, On Wine and Hashish). Edo is Sarajevo’s chiffonier, a 
collector of the traces of the past. 

Edo’s boxes, saving from mystification a past which carries a hidden meaning 
that beckons us, present “dialectical images” for the 21st century. His dreamlike 
images form places where the collective consciousness falls asleep to dream of 
itself. They only wait to be interpreted and receive their meaning. 

Christophe Solioz 
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Page 112 	 Vrijeme je istina [Time is truth]
Ibn Arabi
Sarajevo 1992-1996
Legacy Piero Del Giudice, 2019 
© Mueso Diotti, Casalmaggiore

Page 113		 Vrijeme je istina [Time is truth]
Ibn Arabi
Sarajevo 1992-1996 
Legacy Piero Del Giudice, 2019 
© Mueso Diotti (Casalmaggiore)

Page 114 	 Duhavna pobjeda strašnija je od ratničke pobjede 
[A spiritual victory is more terrible than a warrior’s victory]
Robert Musil
Sarajevo 1992-1996
Legacy Piero Del Giudice, 2019 
© Mueso Diotti (Casalmaggiore)

Page 115 	 O blažena moja boli [O blessed my pain]
Dželaludin Rumi
Sarajevo 1992-1996 
Legacy Piero Del Giudice, 2019 
© Mueso Diotti (Casalmaggiore)

Pages 116-117 	 Značenje stvari razumijemo proporcionalno tome koliko je 
prisutna smrt i destrukcija
[We understand the meaning of things in proportion to how
 much death and destruction is present]
Walter Benjamin
Sarajevo 1992-1996	
Yvana Enzler collection
© Severin Nowacki
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planning smart, sustainable and creative cities. He is a former Young Leader 
Chair of the Urban Land Institute and a Nominator of the Aga Khan Architec-
ture Award; and has featured as an expert for various international organiza-
tions including IPBES and UN-Habitat. He holds a doctorate in architecture 
and urban design from ETH Zürich and an urban design masters from Berlin 
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