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«Passages a
Sarajevo»

Artbook by Christophe Solioz and
Milomir Kovacevic Strasni for the
photography. The book is dedicated to
the victims of the siege of Sarajevo

assages a Sarajevo (Geneva,

eorg, autumn 2022) follow

thelogicofcollageand brings

21sequences, eachonecom-

bining short autobiographic

urban miniatures (snapshots of ur-

banspaces), quotes and photography.

Among the 40 photography by Milo-

mirKovacevié¢Strasni, the artbookfea-

tures portraits of Joan Baez, Christian

Boltanski, Ferida Durakovi¢, Louis

Jammes, Edin Numankadi¢, Abdu-
lah Sidran and Susan Sontag.

City-sketches

Not only for a foreigner, Sarajevo’s
streetsand districtsarewrittenina “for-
eign language”. Like a hieroglyph, a
text, a dream, they request to be de-
ciphered: “The knowledge of cities is

bound upwith the decipheringoftheir
dream-like expressive images.” (Sieg-
fried Kracauer)

In one of his famous city-sketches,
Kracauer emphases the relation be-
tween construction of a space and
dream interpretation: “Spatial images
arethedreamsofsociety. Whereverthe
hieroglyphics of any spatial image are
deciphered, there the basis of social re-
ality presentsitself.” — Kracauer plays
herewith the words Raumbild (spatial
image)and Traumbild (dreamimage).

Theses urban miniatures pay atten-
tivenessto thatwhichlies atthe edge of
our conventional field of visionand/or
which fleetingly crosses it. Distraction
involves here a particular openness to

the marginal, the liminal and the tran-
sient, to that which escapes the every-
dayperceptual realm. The knowledge
will emerge from the juxtaposition of
the deciphered surfaces, the respec-
tive texts, and pictures.

Such a perspective opens the way
to new understanding of history and
of the relation between past and pres-
ent that might show Sarajevo’s sur-
face in another way. The mosaic of ur-
ban miniatures seeks to disclose what
is more enduring from the ephemera.
Furthermore, theywill attempt to cap-
turethingsand peopleastheyareabout
to vanish or are remembered only af-
ter theyhave already gone. Whilehigh-
lighting the visual character of the ur-
ban miniatures, the pictures will un-
derlinethisdialectic of disappearance.

The book includes quotes by: Ivo
Andri¢, Jean-Christophe Bailly, Walter
Benjamin, Maurice Blanchot, Bogdan
Bogdanovic¢, Dzevad Karahasan, Ozren
Kebo, Lewis Mumford, Jean-Luc Nan-
cy, Isak Samokovlija, Mesa Selimovi¢
and Abdulah Sidran.





